
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
January 7, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Mike Westlake 
Assistant Deputy Director 
Development Services Department 
1222 First Avenue, MS 301  
San Diego, CA 92101-4101  
 
Dear Mr. Westlake: 
 
Please find enclosed herein an application package for a variance from the Inclusionary Housing 
Ordinance for Pardee Home’s Castlerock project.  
 
Castlerock is an approved development of a 203.64-acre project to be subdivided into a 415-unit 
residential community.  Previously located in the City of San Diego’s East Elliott Community Planning 
Area, the project was recently annexed into the City of Santee.  Pardee is seeking to satisfy our 
inclusionary housing obligations for Castlerock by deed restricting and constructing 42 units at our 
Playa del Sol project located in the Otay Mesa Community Planning Area.  Construction of the units 
would negate the need to pay an in-lieu fee. 
 
A variance allowing the transfer of affordable housing units from Castlerock to Playa del Sol would meet 
the findings required in Municipal Code 142.1308(c) to assist in meeting the goals of providing 
economically balanced communities and transit-oriented development. 
 
Castlerock is not an appropriate affordable housing site.  It is not located in close proximity to the City of 
San Diego’s employment centers.  Furthermore, the project’s detachment from the City of San Diego 
into the City of Santee means that the construction of affordable units on-site would not contribute to 
San Diego’s affordable housing mix.   
 
Alternatively, Playa del Sol is an ideal candidate to receive the affordable housing required through the 
Castlerock approval.  It is close to San Diego’s employment centers, and area residents are in need of 
new affordable housing options.  According to 2010 Census data, approximately 50 percent of 
households in Otay Mesa make at or below the Area Median Income. 
 
Additionally, the Playa del Sol project is not subject to the Inclusionary Housing Ordinance because the 
deemed complete date for its Vesting Tentative Map predates adoption of the Ordinance.  As such, 
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granting of the requested variance would provide the area with affordable housing it would not 
otherwise receive.    
 
Thank you for your consideration of this application.  I am available to answer any questions you may 
have and look forward to speaking with you soon. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Jimmy Ayala 
Division President 
Pardee Homes  
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